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Writing is one of the most difficult things to do in a foreign language, and even in our language. It requires 
planning and organizing ideas as well as mastering writing strategies and written vocabulary that we do not 
usually use in our daily conversations. 
In this article I am going to explain an activity which enhances the communicative competence, and 
especially the production of language in the written form, that is, the writing skills. It is a task designed for the 
3rd year of Non-Compulsory Secondary Education (ESO), as it is an intermediate level. However, it could also be 
used with 2nd ESO in an ‘advanced’ group. Regarding the timing, it can be done in only one session of about 55 
minutes, which is very interesting because teachers can use it at any time to reinforce a part of the curriculum.  
The topic of the task is identifying famous people, in order to write later a biography, which I think it is very 
motivating for students at this age, if we choose carefully the well-known people that we are going to talk or 
write about. Choosing a motivating topic is necessary if we want our students to get involved in the task. We 
have to remember that learning must be motivating for them, so the topics are an essential part of our work. 
The writing focus will be put on writing a biography, a difficult matter for our learners, as they have to learn 
the structure of this kind of essay as well as the techniques used when writing a biography. 
First of all, as a warm-up activity, we divide the class into groups of four people. Then, we should write a 
famous person’s name on the board, for example, a famous singer, which students will like, as they are greatly 
interested in music at their age. Next we ask pupils to discuss everything they know about that person.  
After two minutes of discussing in groups, we feedback onto the board as a whole class, using these 
headings: Name; Occupation; Achievements; When/where they were born; What their education was; What 
jobs they have done. 
Getting into the main activity, we put the students in pairs and give each pair a photocopy with two sample 
biographies, one of the football player Ronaldo and another one of the famous writer J. K. Rowling. It is 
important that we give them biographies of famous people that the learners know and like, so that we keep 
them motivated to do the activity. We can find a lot of examples of biographies in the Internet, for example, in 
the page www.biography.com. We can adapt them for our students, depending on their level.  
After giving them the sample biographies, we ask pupils to read them and guess the names of the people 
and we give feedback as a whole class. Before reading the biographies, we can give our students some help, by 
telling them some of the difficult vocabulary that appears there. In the sample biographies given, we should 
explain them the following vocabulary: to break a record, education, major achievement, scorer, to sign a 
contract, success, transferred, to turn something down. Students can be given the definitions or they can look 
the words up in a dictionary. 
Teachers will have prepared beforehand a list of famous people and main information about their lives, such 
as their education, the places where they were born, where they live, their first jobs, etc. We will give the 
pupils this list and each of them will choose a famous person and will take the role of that person. It is 
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important that we say to the learners not to tell anyone who they are, as they will have to gather information 
on another student, so that they can write a brief biography. 
In order to do this, the class must be divided into groups of four people and they will be asked to brainstorm 
the sort of questions they are going to have to ask. To give feedback as a whole class, we write on the board 
some cues, for instance: Was born in … (place)?; Was educated ….; Worked as …; Major achievement…; Free-
time achievement…. 
Then we put the students in pairs and ask them to interview their partners and make notes, using the cues 
on the board to help them. When they have had enough time, we stop them and ask them to write their 
partner’s biography. It is important to tell them to ensure they do not write a name on the biography.  
Students must then swap their written biographies with their partner and check them for factual content 
and organization. They should then redraft the biographies together. To give them some help with this, we can 
project a simplified first draft checklist like this one: 
 
Communication 
How easy is it to understand? Does anything need 
to be made clearer? Does the reader have all the 
information they need? 
Is there too much information? Have you used too 
many words? 
Has any information been repeated? 
How enjoyable or useful is it? 
Code 
 
 
? 
 
/ 
Rep 
☺or☺☺ or ☺☺☺ 
Organisation 
Have you organized the information and ideas 
logically? 
Have you used paragraphs, sections or headings to 
help the reader? 
Are they clearly linked using discourse markers? E.g. 
however, although, etc. 
Is the opening appropriate? Does it make the 
reader want to read more? 
Does it end in the right place? 
 
 
 
1→2 
 
Par 
 
Link 
 
Start 
End 
Layout 
Have you used the right layout for this type of 
writing? 
 
 
L 
Style 
How formal or informal is this type of writing? Is 
this appropriate? Is this descriptive enough or too 
descriptive for this type of writing? Would the 
passive or the active form be more appropriate? 
 
 
 
 
 
St 
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Finally, when they have finished redrafting, the different biographies are displayed in the classroom and 
students must read them and try to identify who is who. 
As a follow-up, students could write the biography of a fictional character, e.g. Sherlock Holmes, Cinderella 
or Romeo. We can encourage them to think of humorous characters, which are well-known for everybody, so 
that all the students enjoy reading their biographies. 
In conclusion, with this activity students will have improved not only the writing ability, but also their 
interpersonal competence, as they talk with and help another pupil in the class. Apart from all this, they will 
have learned the structure and vocabulary used in biographies and they will have enhanced their autonomy 
and learning to learn competence, as they correct each other. All in all, their reading skills will have also been 
practiced, as they have to read all the biographies of their peers. And, last but not least, they will have had fun 
working with their partners to write together a biography of a famous person. ● 
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